[Thoracic ballistic traumatisms. Wounding agents and wound ballistic].
The adequate care of thoracic ballistic traumatisms implies a good preliminary knowledge of wounding agents, and of the principles governing lesion-based ballistic, in particular the role played by the meeting with an obstacle which modifies the ballistic behaviour of the projectile, with worsened wounding effects. Authors describe the principal types of involved projectiles and their wound profile applied to the thorax, while stressing the need to treat systematically the wound and not the weapon, and on the importance of the choice of the surgical exploration way of these lesions, which conditions, as from the initial stage, the later choices of the parietal closure and rebuilding methods. The importance of parietal disrepair is therefore an essential decisional factor in the assumption of responsibility and the definition of the therapeutic strategy of these casualties.